
RESEARCH TIPS  
& 

THE GREY IRON CASTING 
COMPANY 

MOUNT JOY, PA 

Presented by: Michael Holz 

2011 SBCCA CONVENTION 

DAYTON, OHIO 



GENERAL RESEARCH RESOURCES 
ONLINE: 

• Google Books: http://books.google.com/ 

 (Iron Age, Household Review, Factory Inspection Reports …) 
 

• Google Patents: http://www.google.com/patents 
 (Searches United States Patent and Trademark Office data) 
 

• Footnote: http://www.footnotelibrary.com/ 
     (Census, Newspapers, City Directories …) 
 

• Other Genealogical Research sites … 
     (Ancestry.com, RootsWeb.com, FamilySearch.org …) 

 
 

http://books.google.com/
http://www.google.com/patents
http://www.footnotelibrary.com/


GENERAL RESEARCH RESOURCES  
(continued) 

ONLINE LIBRARY CATALOG: 

 WorldCat: http://www.worldcat.org/ 

 

(connects you to the collections of more than 10,000 libraries)  

http://www.worldcat.org/


GENERAL RESEARCH RESOURCES  
(continued) 

PHYSICAL REFERENCES: 

• Trade Catalogs, Price Sheets & Jobbers Catalogs 

• Sanborn Fire Maps 

• Mechanical Banker & Penny Bank Post Magazines 

• Other Genealogical Research material … 

     (City Directories, regional profiles, Who’s-Who, …) 

• A HANDBOOK OF OLD PENNY BANKS,  
John D. Meyer, 1952 

• MECHANICAL TOY BANKS,  
Louis H. Hertz, 1947 

• THE PENNY BANK BOOK,  
Andy & Susan Moore, 1984 



THE GREY IRON CASTING COMPANY 

MOUNT JOY, PA 
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SOUTH-CENTRAL PA 
HARDWARE AND TOY FOUNDRIES 



1881 

• The  Grey Iron Company  was  organized  by  
Henry S. Stauffer, in company with his 
brother-in-law S. N. Eaby for the manufacture 
of his patented post support and Sholl’s 
reversible blind and shutter drop-hinge.   

• They carried out the business together for a 
short time when Mr. Eaby withdrew.  H.S. 
Stauffer then conducted affairs under the 
name of the Grey Iron Casting Company. 

 



 PORCH SUPPORT & SHUTTER HINGE 



CIRA 1885 



1891 

• In February H. S. Stauffer sold the business.  
He remained in the capacity of the manager of 
the plant until at least 1894.  The organization 
of the new company was: T. B. Himes, 
President; John. W. Eshleman, Secretary and 
Treasurer; Reuben J. Myers, Superintendent.    

• At that time they employed 60 men, although 
the capacity of the mill was 125. 

 



1898 LETTERHEAD 



1898 PATENT 

At 9:40 on the evening 

of 15 February 1898, a 

terrible explosion on 

board the USS MAINE 

shattered the stillness in 

Havana harbor. 

 

Two hundred and sixty-

six men lost their lives. 



CIRA 1899 CATALOG 



CIRA 1899 CATALOG - CONTINUED 



CIRA 1899 CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1901-1907 ERA POSTCARD 



1902 PATENT 



1903 – THE ‘TOY TRUST’ 
• In July the National Novelty Corporation was incorporated in 

New Jersey with $10,000,000 planned in Capital Stock. 

• They anticipated as many as 30 companies would be included, 
but peaked at 16. 

• Of those companies, several eventually closed their 
operations and shipped their production patterns and 
customer files to other factories within the corporation. 

• The Wing Manufacturing Company transferred everything to 
Kenton Manufacturing Company in late 1903/early 1904. 

• The Logan & Strobridge Iron Company (L&S I Co) closed their 
New Brighton facility in 1906 and transferred their concerns 
to Wrightsville Hardware. 



1904 CATALOG 



1904 CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1904 CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1906-1907-1908 

• December 1906: the National Novelty Corporation went into 
receivership. 

• Early 1907: the Hardware & Woodenware Manufacturing 
Company was organized for the purpose of taking over the assets of 
the National Novelty Company, in which they were interested as 
stockholders and creditors. 

• February 1908: the Kenton Manufacturing Company went into 
receivership, closed their doors, and transferred many of their 
patterns and dies to other companies within in the Hardware & 
Woodenware Manufacturing Company.    Their largest Stamping 
Mill was transferred to the Grey Iron Casting Company. 

• February 1908: the Hardware & Woodenware Manufacturing 
Company was placed in the hands of a receiver (Nicholas H. 
Colwell) and who successfully restructured their debt, allowing 
them to remain in operation. 



CIRA 1910 CATALOG 



CIRA 1910 CATALOG- CONTINUED 



CIRA 1910 CATALOG- CONTINUED 



CIRA 1910 CATALOG- CONTINUED 



CIRA 1910 CATALOG- CONTINUED 

NOTE: KENTON reopened in February 1910 and their patterns were returned. 



1912 – THE‘TOY TRUST’ ENDS 
• In early 1912 the Hardware & Woodenware Manufacturing 

Company failed and the Assets Realization Company was 
appointed as the receiver.  They were authorized to sell the 
company assets at public auction in April 1912.  

 

• Prior to the public sale on April 20th, agents of the Asset 
Realization Company  entered into a private agreement to sell 
the Grey Iron Casting Company plant in Mount Joy to the 
Wrightsville Hardware Company for $35,000. 

 

• After the public sale the Asset Realization Company defaulted 
on their agreement with Wrightsville Hardware and sold nine 
properties – including the Grey Iron Casting Company plant 
to George E. Shaw and Campbell Carrington. 



1913 – 1914 
• March 1913: William A Coventry (President) and I.R. Stewart 

(Treasurer & Secretary) of the Wrightsville Hardware Company 
went on to sue the Assets Realization Company over ownership of 
the Grey Iron Casting Company plant. 

 

• August 1913: letters of incorporation were filed for the Grey Iron 
Casting Company listing John W. Eshleman of Mt Joy PA, John S. 
Jenks of Philadelphia and John E. Snyder as officers. 

 

• January 1914: the Assets Realization Company was directed to 
turn over all physical property and patents of the Grey Iron 
Casting Company to Wrightsville Hardware . 

 



1914 – 1921 
• John W Eshleman alleged that on June 26, 1914 he 

entered into an oral agreement with W. A. Coventry, 
G. Ellsworth Higgins and I. R. Stewart to buy, sixty-
two and a half shares of the capital stock of the Grey 
Iron Casting Company which represented one 
quarter of the total stock.   

• Stock appears never to have exchanged hands. 
Coventry was in Lancaster, but Higgins and Stewart 
were in New York. 

• As of 1921 this issue was still tied up in the courts 
due to questions surrounding jurisdiction. 

 

 



1915 HARDWARE CATALOG 



1915 HARDWARE CATALOG - CONT. 



1915 TOY CATALOG 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1915 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 

1898 LOGAN & STROBRIDGE AD 



1917-1918 PATENTS 



1919 PATENT 



1920 ADVERTISEMENT 

The Riemann-Seabrey Company 

was the primary sales 

representative for the Grey Iron 

Company starting in 1908. 



1922 TOY CATALOG 



1922 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1922 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



1922 TOY CATALOG - CONTINUED 



CIRA 1925 

Patterned after the North 

Pole Freezer, this 

advertising bank was 

offered in the mid 1920’s. 
 



1926 

In 1926, 

Philadelphia 

hosted a 

celebration 

commemorating 

the 150th 

anniversary of the 

founding of the 

United States. 



1927 

The Exhibition failed to 

make a significant 

amount of revenue and 

faced extreme financial 

difficulties 
 

The entire festival was 

placed into equity 

receivership by the 

United States District 

Court on April 27, 1927. 



1927 TOY CATALOG 

BANK LISTINGS 

IDENTICAL TO 

CATALOG NO. 22-T 



1932 CATALOG 



1932 CATALOG - CONTINUED 



GEORGE WASHINGTON 
VARIATIONS 



CIRA 1935 CATALOG 



1940’S 

• In 1941 the Grey Iron Casting Company 
suspended the manufacture of iron toys. 

 

• There contribution to the war effort was the 
manufacture of munitions. 

 



1950’s & 1960’s 

Several cast iron 

banks and toys 

were reissued using 

the original molds. 
 

Included in this 

offering were three 

different safes.  

These are easily 

identified due to 

their die-cast dials. 



EPILOGUE 

• 1968 the Grey Iron Casting Company was 
acquired by the Donsco Corporation 
headquartered in Wrightsville, PA. 

• February 10, 1979 – Fire broke out in the Grey 
Iron Casting Company.  Damage to the 
structure and contents exceeded $1.5M.  The 
cause was later found to be arson. 

• Late 1979 – a new foundry was erected by 
Donsco in Mount Joy. 



QUESTIONS? 


